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October Newsletter 2022 
The Nansen Legacy project is well into its second phase. Apart from one last 

cruise, the field work is completed, and all scientists are now eagerly working on 

publishing their results. Thus, the number of new scientific publications is almost 

skyrocketing, and dedicated task forces have started to piece together detailed 

findings to combine them like puzzle pieces for a more holistic understanding of 

the Northern Barents Sea and the adjacent Arctic Ocean. In addition, Nansen 

Legacy scientists have been reaching out to the wider audience by contributing to 

the Norwegian Research Days (Forskningsdagene) and through new research 

stories in the national media. 

   

 🍁 Happy reading and we wish you a sunny autumn! 🍂🍃 

 



 

Nansen Legacy task forces 
Seven multidisciplinary task force groups on 

dedicated themes have been initiated. They will 

bring the single parts of Nansen Legacy results 

together towards a more holistic understanding of 

the project's focus region. The task force groups 

are formed around the themes: Atlantic Water 

Inflow, Sea ice, Human Impacts and Stressors, 

Seasonality, Food Webs, Barents Sea 2050, and 

The Barents Sea: regional implications and global 

context. Find more information about the ongoing 

work here.  
 

 

Recent media contributions 
This summer, Nansen Legacy scientists were part 

of two NRK articles. Randi Ingvaldsen and Bodil 

Bluhm informed about results from trawling in the 

Arctic Basin (here) and Marius Årthun and Randi 

Ingvaldsen explained details about the intense 

warming in the Arctic (here). Further, popular 

science news were published on the platform 

Norwegian SciTech News (about field work in 

Kongsfjorden and Arctic mercury levels).  
 

 



 

 

Symposium "Towards a new Arctic Ocean - Past, 

Present, Future" 
The Nansen Legacy will host the symposium "Towards a new Arctic 

Ocean - Past, Present, Future" from 7-9 November 2023 in Tromsø, 

Norway. Please save the date in your calendar, and feel free to check 

out the program outline on the recently launched website 

https://nansenlegacy-symposium.com. 

 

Nansen Legacy scientists contributed to several events during this year's 

Forskningsdagene (Norwegian Research Days). PI Marit Reigstad was a panelist 

during the Researcher Pub on Marine Pollution and on the Instagram Event 

"Coffee with a researcher". Yasemin V. Bodur, Martí Amargant Arumí, 

and Ingrid Wiedmann had activities with children at the Vitensenteret in Tromsø, 

Eivind Hugaas Kolås explained his research with autonomous vehicles in an 

excellent presentation as candidate at the Forsker Grand Prix, Robynne Nowicki 

presented at the event "Eyes on Ice - Svalbard" and Bente Edvardsen was a 

panelist in a discussion about the health of Oslofjorden. Finally, Angelika Renner 



 

and Øyvind Lundesgaard went to several smaller towns in Northern Norway and 

talked about the ocean and sea ice. A big thanks to all involved scientists!  

 

 

Erin Kunisch in the project 

administration 
Erin Kunisch (UiT) temporarily steps in for 

Lena Seuthe in the project administration from 

August 2022-August 2023, while Lena gains 

some new experience at the UiT School Lab. 

Great to have you onboard, Erin! 
 

 

 

New publications 
 

Since the last newsletter, we have had 13 new Nansen Legacy publications! 

Koenig et al. used a SeaExplorer glider to document the Atlantic Water inflow west 

and north of Svalbard during summer and Åström et al. investigated cold seeps 

and suggest that the seeps may serve as an additional carbon source for benthos 

and should be included in models. Yadatie et al. studied how Calanus from the 

Barents Sea responds to crude oil related contaminants, Kohler et al. reported 

polar night mercury seawater observations, and Borgå et al. reviewed the current 

understanding on how climate change-driven processes influence the levels of 

persistent organic pollutants and contaminants in Arctic food webs. Yang and 

Bouwer Utne identified criteria for an online risk model in autonomous marine 

systems. Shu et al. analyzed 20 climate model historical simulations and found that 

warming of the Arctic Ocean seems to be amplified. Mohamed et al. investigated 

possible relationships between sea surface temperature, sea ice concentration, 

and atmosphere in the Barents Sea (1982-2020) and Duarte et al. evaluated the 

implementation of time-varying sea ice boundaries in the CICE model using two 

regional coupled ocean–sea ice models (Barents Sea/ Svalbard region). Ólason et 

al. introduced a new rheology for large-scale sea-ice models and Thomas and 



 

Müller described an unsupervised neural networking technique that can be used in 

combination with traditional ocean model evaluation. Finally, Planque et al. 

published the OPE protocol (Objectives, Patterns, Evaluation), that promotes 

standardization and transparency of model evaluation. 

 

🎉 Congratulations to all the authors and happy reading!  

(Links to all publications from the Nansen Legacy can be found here.)  

 

Last but not least... 
...early career scientists are hard at 

work on publishing their scientific 

findings. But as writing can sometimes 

be a lonely and difficult process, the 

Nansen Legacy PhDs and PostDocs 

joined forces and helped each other 

with their struggles during a 5 day 

Writing Retreat on Sommarøy.  
 

 

 

Contact information: 

Nansen Legacy Postboks 6050 Langnes Tromsø, 9037 Norway nansenlegacy_admin@uit.no 
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